Frequently Asked Questions

Regional Contract Coordinators

Q: Will I be able to also take contract cases as a Contract Coordinator?
A: No. If you wish to volunteer for one or more defender cases, you may do so, but you may not receive compensation for cases you are responsible for assigning. 

Q: Will I have to recruit all the private attorneys myself or will MSPD help in locating them? 
A: MSPD currently has approximately 200 private attorneys enlisted throughout the state who may be contacted about becoming panel attorneys under the new contracting system. You will also be expected to recruit additional attorneys to add to our existing database in circuits where they are needed. 

Q: How will my computer interface with MSPD computer systems?
A: MSPD will set up your computer system to interface with the MSPD programs you need.

Q: Will there be any training on how to use the MSPD software and make the actual assignments?
A: Yes. MSPD will provide training for all Contract Coordinators at its main office in Columbia, Missouri.

Q: How will I be paid?
A: Contract Coordinators will be paid upon submission of a monthly invoice in the amount agreed upon by the parties.

Q: Am I covered under the state’s legal expense fund for any malpractice claims against me or against an attorney whom I assign a case? 
A: No, the state’s legal defense fund is available only to licensed attorneys who practice through a nonprofit social service organization or through a state agency without compensation. All contract coordinators and panel attorneys must carry their own malpractice insurance.

