REQUESTS FOR PROPOSALS
FOR LEGAL SERVICES IN REPRESENTATION
OF INDIGENT ACCUSED

The Missouri State Public Defender (MSPD) is accepting proposals for the legal representation of the indigent
accused eligible for public defender services under Chapter 600 RSMo in the venues specified on the Contract
Counsel Bid Opportunities web page. Proposals for one venue or any combination of venues will be considered.

The selected attorney, law firm, or consortium of attorneys will provide indigent criminal representation for
transferred cases in the venues selected except:
a) where there exists a conflict of interest
b) where a case occurs that requires a particular expertise
c) where a case occurs that would require such a large number of hours that it should be referred
to the MSPD as an exception to the contract

The contract for accepting transferred cases will be for a period ending June 30, 2008 and will commence on
contract award date.

Proposals will be evaluated by the Missouri State Public Defender based on the following selection criteria:
a) existence of an office in or near the geographic contracting area
b) office staffing and support capability and qualifications including criminal law experience
c) contract concept and capabilities
d) recommendations from the court and/or acquaintances
e) ability to obtain and maintain a State of Missouri Vendor Number

The Missouri State Public Defender reserves the right to reject any or all proposals made pursuant to this request.
It is understood between the parties that monies to fund contracts for legal services to represent the indigent
accused and all other payments that may be due under these contracts are annually budgeted by the Legislature of
the State of Missouri. All proposals may be rejected for lack of appropriate funding.

MSPD will contract with private attorneys to take contract units of 10 to 25 cases of a designated type (felony or
misdemeanor - probation violation - juvenile) for a single contract unit fee. For example, in an effort to provide
caseload relief, MSPD will contract with private counsel in Boone County to provide representation in ten felony
cases to be assigned, of which not more than two will be non-homicide A/B felonies. Attorneys may contract for
multiple contract units.

Attorneys will be compensated upon acceptance and approval of the contract. MSPD will pay pre-approved
litigation costs such as experts and depositions in contract cases. Additional attorney fees are negotiable if more
than one assigned case results in a jury trial or for a case which is exceptionally difficult to litigate. Requests for
reimbursement of travel costs may be submitted once per contract, on May 31.

If a contractor does not provide representation in the number of cases required by the contract, the contractor will
refund a pro-rata amount of money to the State of Missouri.

Contract Attorneys will provide all legal services, staff, and investigative services for each case, unless a conflict
exists or develops. In the case of a conflict, the Missouri State Public Defender will be notified and arrangements
will be made for alternative representation. Alternative representation will be the responsibility of the Missouri
State Public Defender.

Contract Attorneys will be designated and appointed as special public defenders pursuant to their appointment
under this contract and Chapter 600 RSMo. Contract Attorneys must file public defender liens at the conclusion of
each case, and copies of the liens must be forwarded to MSPD.

A sample contract for professional legal services available as a link from the Contract Counsel Bid Opportunities
web page.



